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arrangement that is often successful in both the old and new world 
is to have a central office as a demonstration farm to furnish 
needed animal power. 

In both England and Wisconsin we find the marketing problem, 
which the small man with difficulty is able to solve. In short, 
everywhere we discover the need of leadership and find that suc- 
cessful settlement of the land by new men or along new lines by 
the ordinary man is dependent upon the brains and capital of 
those who are far stronger and wiser than the average man. Eco- 
nomic democracy as political democracy is successful in proportion 
to the excellence of leadership. 

Richard T. Ely. 

University of Wisconsin. 
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Although intended primarily for use with the author's Agricul- 
tural Economics, a book of selected readings, Professor Nourse has 
aimed to make the questions in this companion volume general 
enough to be useful to teachers and classes using other reading. 
The questions, of which there are 40 or 50 for each chapter of the 
larger volume, are clear and so worded as to necessitate definite 
answers. In a rather unfortunately large proportion "yes" or "no" 
might be given instead of a reasoned discussion. In addition to 
these questions, the answers to which can be found, in the great 
majority of instances in the readings, there are six or eight prob- 
lems on the general subject of each chapter. Most of these are 
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in the form of quotations upon which original comment is required. 
A list of references, in addition to those given in the readings, and 
a number of special topics for investigation are appended to each 
chapter. 
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The present war which brought with it a demand for a large 
measure of national self-sufficiency makes the appearance of this 
revised edition of a work published by Dr. Wirz fifteen years ago 
very opportune. Although the book deals in a detailed and rather 
technical manner with conditions peculiar to Switzerland, it should 
prove of interest to all those who are concerned with the problems 
of the profitableness of different branches of agriculture as well as 
with the methods which should be adopted for the purpose of 
stimulating the home production of breadstuffs. 

The author uses the extensive investigations of the Swiss Bureau 
of Peasantry, to prove his thesis that under favorable conditions 
of production and with an intensive, rational system of cultivation, 
cereal growing in Switzerland, even before the outbreak of the war, 
was at least as profitable as stock raising and dairy husbandry; this 
applied not only to flat country and to hillsides, but also to moun- 
tain valleys and to the Jura districts. 

In a brief historical sketch Dr. Wirz traces the transition of 
Swiss agriculture of the Middle Ages to its modern status in which 
pastoral activities predominate. The change was stimulated by the 
government, by private associations, cooperative societies, educa- 
tional institutions, the periodical press, as well as by high prices 
for animal products. The writer deplores the encroachment of 
grasslands upon fields because it led to increased indebtedness, to 
depopulation and to a loss of the feeling of strength and independ- 
ence on the part of the peasants. 

The second part of the book is devoted to a presentation of meas- 
ures which, if adopted, would, according to Dr. Wirz, foster the 
domestic production of grain. These measures range from a proper 
selection of seeds and a proper application of manuring to pur- 
chases by the state at a guaranteed price of all the surpluses which 
the farmers would have after supplying their own needs. Realizing 
that Switzerland will always depend for a large part of her bread- 
stuffs upon foreign countries, the author dismisses high protective 
duties as unsuitable. 

The third and last part of the work deals with state monopoly 
in the grain trade, as it was created by the Federal Council soon 
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after the beginning of the present war. As the writer states, the 
Swiss people will have to decide whether this monopoly, introduced 
as a temporary relief measure, should remain in force after the 
establishment of peace. Dr. Wirz is apparently in favor of monopoly 
either directly by the state or by an agency created for this purpose. 
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